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Introduction
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WIMP detection - existing 
limits as of March ’22

Snowmass CF1-WP1
arXiv:2203.08084



The LUX-ZEPLIN (LZ) experiment
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LZ detector paper:
NIM 953 (2019), 163047

10 t of xenon
7 t target mass

Yates

Ross

Future site of 
DUNE

Low-background detector - 
extensive material screening 
campaign to select 
radiopure materials (see 
Eur.Phys.J.C 80 (2020) 11, 
1044) 

Davis Campus

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0168900219314032
https://doi.org/10.1140/epjc/s10052-020-8420-x
https://doi.org/10.1140/epjc/s10052-020-8420-x


‣ S1 prompt scintillation
‣ S2 delayed scintillation after ionization 

electrons are drifted and extracted in gas 
phase

‣ For each event in the detector with an S1 
and S2 signal, we can determine:
‣ Position 
‣ Energy (threshold ~ few keV)
‣ Recoil identification

PMT hit map gives 
x, y position

Two-phase xenon time projection chamber
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LZ: 494 PMTs in the top and bottom arrays combined
7 tonnes of liquid xenon in the ‘active’ region (where the electric field is applied)
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Electron recoils

Nuclear recoils

Phys. Rev. D. (2017) 95, 012008

314th Conference on the Intersections of Particle and Nuclear Physics

http://journals.aps.org/prd/abstract/10.1103/PhysRevD.95.012008
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Cathode

Gate

e- drift region

Construction in radon reduced clean room at surface 
assembly lab completed in 2019

The LZ TPC

‣ 1.5 m diameter x 1.5 m height
‣ 7 t liquid xenon target
‣ PTFE construction for light collection
‣ 494 3” PMTs in two arrays on top and bottom
‣ 4 grids (bottom, cathode, gate, anode)
‣ Field cage to define TPC
‣ 3 spill-over weirs to define liquid surface

Anode e- extraction 
region

Bottom

Bottom PMT array and cathode electrode during construction



3-in-1 integrated detector system
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See talk on the LZ 
OD by H. Birch in 

session DM-2  

LXe Skin
• 2 t of LXe surrounding the TPC
• 1” and 2” PMTs at top and bottom of 

the ‘skin’ region
• Lined with PTFE to maximize light 

collection
• Anti-coincidence detector for γ-rays

The Outer Detector (OD)
• 17 t of Gd-loaded liquid scintillator in 

acrylic vessels
• 120 8” PMTs mounted in the water tank
• Anti-coincidence detector for γ-rays and 

neutrons (88% tagging efficiency, 
measured in situ with AmLi neutrons)

LXe TPC LXe Skin Outer detector (OD)
21 3



Picture Round!
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• ~2t LXe ”Skin” detector surrounding the TPC

- Lined with PTFE & observed by 131 PMTs

- Anti-coincidence detector for ! rays

• 17t Gd-loaded LAB outer detector

- Scintillator in acrylic vessels in water tank

- Viewed by 120 8” PMTs situated in water

- Observe ~8.5 MeV of ! rays per thermal 
neutron capture

7

Veto Detectors in Detail

LZ Overview & Status, 16th Patras Workshop

Skin OD

OD

Detector insertion

Completion of TPC assembly



The LZ timeline
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2019 2020 2021 2022

Detector construction at 
surface lab 

Aug 2018 – Aug 2019

TPC assembled 
Aug 2019

TPC moves 
underground 

Oct 2019

Construction & commissioning overview

Detector sealed up
March 2020

Circulation Test
July 2020

Electronics installation
Fall 2020

OD Construction
Winter 2020-2021

Cold Xe gas, 
March 2021

OD Fill
June 2021

Kr Reduction
Jan-Aug 2021

Xenon Fill
Aug-Sep 2021

Commissioning
Fall 2021

First science



LZ Science Run 1
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LXe

GXe

Drift field
193 V/cm

Extraction field
7.3 kV/cm

-32 kV

-4.0 kV
+4.0 kV

-1.5 kV

e-e-
e- e-

Max drift 
~ 1 ms

‣ Data from Dec 23rd ’21 to May 12th ’22
‣ Mid-run and post-run calibrations 
‣ WIMP search live time = 60 days
‣ Engineering run — data not blinded

‣ > 97% of PMTs operational 
‣ Liquid T = 174.1 K (0.02% variation)
‣ Gas P = 1.791 bar(a) (0.2% variation)
‣ Liquid level stable within 10 microns
‣ Gas Circulation ~ 3.3 t/day

Goal: Demonstrate physics capability of the LZ detector 

Note: xenon is constantly purified by circulating through a hot 
zirconium getter that removes electronegative impurities 



Electron recoil calibrations
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Methane tagged with tritium, CH3T (β; 18.6 keV endpoint) 
Kr83m (γ; 32.1 keV, 9.4 keV) 
Rn220 (γ, β, α; various energies) 

‣ x3 deployment tubes between 
inner and outer cryostat vessels

‣ Laser-guided deployment to 
specific z-positions at 5 mm 
precision

  

Radioactive sources 
secured in generator bays

Xe
1: Parent nuclide (producing daughter 
calibration isotope) enclosed in VCR cap.
2: Filter elements for incoming and outgoing 
xenon flow 

Figure 12: TOP: Three example solid materials containing parent
nuclides that emit daughter calibration gaseous sources. Charcoal

dosed with
83
Rb is fixed to the a 1/2-inch VCR plug (1). A gas-

permeable pill (2) containing
131

I and a disk source (3) of electro-

plated
228

Th can also be fixed in place. BOTTOM: Photograph of
a typical gaseous source generator. Carrier Xe gas flows from left
to right. The active parent material is stored in the central region
(4), accessed via a 1/2-inch VCR port. This region is bounded by a
pair of filter elements (5) of 3 nm pore size sintered nickel and then
a pair of lockable manual valves for isolation during shipping and
installation.

laser ranger (visible at the top of Fig. 13), supplying live
data for an active feedback protocol to a SH2141-5511
(SANYO DENKO Co) stepper motor. A ⇠100 µm nylon
composite filament suspends the sources, rated to a maxi-
mum load of 12 kg. The external sources themselves are in
most cases commercial sources (Eckert & Ziegler type R).
A special case is the AmLi source, custom fabricated but
of the same form factor. To enable smooth transport up
and down the conduit, each source is epoxied and encap-
sulated at the lower end of a 5” long by 0.625” diameter
acrylic cylinder. The top end contains the capsule holder
allowing connection to the filament and includes a ferro-
magnetic connection rod for recovery in case of filament
breakage.

5.3. Photoneutron sources

A selection of photoneutron (�,n) sources, including
88YBe, 124SbBe, 204BiBe and 205BiBe, are planned to cal-
ibrate the nuclear recoil energy range from below 1 keV

Figure 13: LEFT: One of three external source deployment systems,
including the laser ranging system (top black component) and the
stepper motor and gear/winding assembly (enclosed in a KF50 Tee
at the back). A transparent plate makes visible the region in which
the sources are installed and removed. RIGHT: An external source
assembly, showing the acrylic body, the source region (at bottom),
and the filament connection, black skids, and laser reflector (at top).

up to about 4.6 keV. This range corresponds to the ex-
pected energy depositions from 8B solar neutrino coherent
scattering. Only about one neutron is produced for every
104 gammas emitted, so a significant quantity of gamma
shielding is required (see Fig. 14). The neutrons are quasi
mono-energetic at production (within a few percent) but
undergo additional scatterings before they reach the liq-
uid xenon. The utility of this calibration source is derived
from the endpoint energy the neutron deposits, which sim-
ulations indicate will be clearly distinguishable after a few
days of calibration.

A ⇠140 kg tungsten shield block is designed to be de-
ployed at the top of LZ via a crane. In the unlikely event
the shield block were to become lodged inside the LZ water
tank, it would be possible to separately remove the conical
structure which contains the gamma source and the Be.

5.4. Deuterium-deuterium neutron sources

An Adelphi DD-108 deuterium-deuterium (DD) neu-
tron generator produces up to 108 neutrons per second. A
custom upgrade will allow up to 109 n/s. The neutrons
are delivered through the Davis Cavern water tank and
Outer Detector via dedicated neutron conduits. There are
two sets of conduits, one level and one inclined at 20 de-
grees from the horizontal. Each conduit assembly includes
a 2–inch diameter and a 6–inch diameter path, and all are
filled with water during dark matter search. As shown in
Fig. 14, the generator is permanently mounted on an Ekko
Lift (model EA15A), and surrounded by custom neutron
shielding material. A kinematic mounting plate, located
between the forks of the lift, will bolt to threaded inserts

16

1

2

TPC

Skin

Inner cryostat vessel

Outer cryostat vessel

Source deployment tube

Flow of injection sources

Injection sources (dispersed into LXe)

Threads for securing 
to deployment 

system

Typical length ~ 
10 cm

Sealed sources in calibration tubes

14th Conference on the Intersections of Particle and Nuclear Physics



Nuclear recoil calibrations
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TPC

Neutrons delivered down 3 m conduit

Water Tank OD

Direct mode: 80 n/s, 2.45 MeV 
D-reflector: 21 n/s, 350 keV

H-reflector: 22 n/s, 10-200 keV

DD Neutron GeneratorAmLi source

YBe source

‣ Photoneutron source for low 
energy nuclear recoil calibration at 
threshold.

‣ Deployment to top of cryostat 
vessel (between OD top tanks). 

‣ Demonstrated during 
commissioning at different fields 
to the final WIMP-search.

‣ Three AmLi sources deployed 
in calibration source tubes.

‣ Allows for a scan of different 
detector depths.

‣ Tungsten enclosure to 
contain low energy γ-rays.  

α +7 Li → n +10 B

γ +9 Be → n +8 Be+

14th Conference on the Intersections of Particle and Nuclear Physics



Calibrations
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‣ NEST-based electron recoil model 
tuned to tritium data, then 
propagated to nuclear recoil model 
and verified with DD data.

Detector parameters
‣ Light gain, g1 = 0.114 ± 0.002 

phd/photon
‣ Charge gain, g2 = 47.1 ± 1.1 phd/

photon
‣ Single electron size = 58.5 phd
‣ ER / NR discrimination = 99.75% 

for flat NR response

ER from tritium (low energy 𝛃 decay)

NR from DD direct



Background model 
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‣  Pb214 (Rn222)
‣  Pb212 (Rn220)
‣  Kr85
‣  Xe136 (2𝜈𝛽𝛽) 
‣  Ar37
‣  Xe127
‣  Xe124 (double e- 

capture)

ER Backgrounds
(categorized according to energy 

spectra and rate estimation) 

See talk by DQ. Huang in DM-1

Xenon contaminants Solar neutrinos (ER)

Detector materials (ER)
‣  𝛾-rays from U238, 

Th232, K40, Co60 
contamination

‣  pp + Be7 + N13  

NR Backgrounds
‣ B8 Solar Neutrinos
‣ Neutrons from detector materials - (α, n) 

or spontaneous fission. 
‣ SR1 TOTAL = 0.15 events 

SR1 TOTAL = 276 events
+ [0, 291] from Ar37

Accidental coincidences of 
isolated S1 and S2 pulses - 
effectively eliminated after 
analysis selections



Data quality selections 
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‣ Two broad categories of data selections allow 
us to remove data based on bad quality:

1.  Time-based:
‣ Exclude periods with high rates of spurious 

activity (e.g. electron and photon emission)

2. Pulse-based:
‣ Exclude events based on outlier pulse 

characteristics
‣ Impacts signal acceptance - studied using 

tritium and AmLi data
‣ 50% efficiency at 5.3 keV nuclear recoil 

energy

All cuts developed on calibration data or search 
data outside the WIMP search region of interest 



Fiducial volume and vetoes
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‣ S2 charge-loss close to TPC wall leads to 
poor position resolution at radial 
boundary
‣ Choose a central fiducial volume  

simultaneously with S2 threshold to 
make wall background leakage 
negligible for this analysis.

‣ 5.5 t fiducial mass (measured by 
uniformly dispersed tritium source) 

⬤ = pass all selections (candidates), ⬤ = pass all sections 
outside fiducial volume, x = skin tagged,  ⃝  = OD tagged 

‣ Prompt (< 0.5 μs) Skin and OD tag:
‣ Reduces naked L-, M-shell Xe127 

background by x5 by tagging γ-ray 
that escapes the TPC 

‣ Delayed OD (and skin) tag:
‣ 1200 μs window, ~ 200 keV threshold for n-capture tag - 5% false veto 

rate
‣ Constraint on neutron background 0+0.2 for this analysis 



Candidates
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Ar37

30 GeV/c2 WIMP

NR band

B8 CE𝜈NS 

‣ 335 events in final dataset
‣ Define a WIMP search ‘region-of-

interest’ for a Profile Likelihood 
Ratio (PLR) analysis:
‣ 3 phd < S1c < 80 phd
‣ S2 > 600 phd (~ 10 

extracted electrons)
‣ S2c < 105 phd 

60 live days, 5.5 t fiducial volume, 0.9 t years exposure 

Background model



Results - best fits
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Best fit of zero WIMP events 
at all masses, p-value = 0.96

Expected from LZ background studies (energy sidebands), auxiliary datasets 
(e.g. measured half lives, rate predictions from other data or simulations)   

Combined fit to data with expected events as priors



Results - spin independent interactions
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‣ Frequentist, 2-sided PLR test 
statistic

‣ Power constrain (*) at 𝝅crit = 
0.32 for discovery power

‣ Best limit of σSI = 5.9 x 10-48 at 
30 GeV/c2 

‣ Green and yellow are the 1σ and 
2σ sensitivity bands.

‣ Assume a spin independent 
(scalar) WIMP-nucleon 
interaction

—  Observed limit
- -  Median sensitivity

(*) Following recommendations from community white paper: Eur. Phys. J. C 81, 907 (2021)  

https://doi.org/10.1140/epjc/s10052-021-09655-y


Results - spin dependent interactions
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‣ Same statistical treatment as spin-independent case
‣ Assume a spin dependent WIMP-proton and WIMP-neutron interaction
‣ Xe has two isotopes with non-zero nuclear spin (both with unpaired neutrons)
‣ WIMP-proton sensitivity through higher-order nuclear effects
‣ Grey uncertainty band due to theoretical uncertainties on nuclear structure factors. A 

similar uncertainty applies for all other xenon experiments on this plot (i.e. PandaX-II, 
LUX, and XENON1T).



Conclusions
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‣ LZ is up and running and taking 
science data
‣ All detectors are performing 

well and backgrounds are 
within expectation

‣ With its first run, LZ has set 
new limits on WIMP interactions:
‣ Paper: arXiv:2207.03764 

(currently under PRL review)

‣ LZ is expected to run for 1000 live days, and a broad physics 
program lies ahead - stay tuned!

https://arxiv.org/abs/2207.03764


Next generation - XLZD consortium
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‣ MOU between LZ, XENON and DARWIN collaborations to work 
toward a G3 xenon observatory.

‣ First meeting 27-29 June 2022 at Karlsruhe Institute of 
Technology.

‣ See https://xlzd.org and white paper (arXiv:2203.02309).

https://xlzd.org
https://arxiv.org/abs/2203.02309


Thank you for listening

@lzdarkmatter

https://lz.lbl.gov/

U.S. Department of 
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• Lawrence Livermore National Lab. 
• LIP Coimbra 
• Northwestern University 
• Pennsylvania State University 
• Royal Holloway University of London 
• SLAC National Accelerator Lab. 
• South Dakota School of Mines & Tech 
• South Dakota Science & Technology  Authority 
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• Texas A&M University 
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• University College London 
• University of California Berkeley  
• University of California Davis 
• University of California Los Angeles 
• University of California Santa Barbara 
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• University of Maryland 
• University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
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     US            UK         Portugal     Korea

Thanks to our sponsors and participating institutions!

35 Institutions: 250 scientists, engineers, and technical staff
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Backup slides



LZ Doke Plot
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g1 and g2 values in 
agreement with NEST tuning 



Downward fluctuation of the limit
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Tritium data analyzed identically to WS data.  
Deficit region is well-covered.

DD data also shows deficit region is well-
covered.  
(Not shown here) AmLi neutron calibration 
data also shows deficit region well-covered.

WS data Tritium DD Skin-tagged 
127Xe

Downward fluctuation in the observed upper 
limit near 30 GeV/c2 is a result of the 
deficit of events under the 37Ar population. 

Due to background under-fluctuation or 
unaccounted for signal inefficiency? Probe 
the latter.

Bare M-shell decays of 
127Xe populate near 
deficit region. Observed 
rate of M-shell decays 
with coincident γ-ray 
tagged by the skin is 
consistent with 
expectation, given 
signal efficiencies.

Deficit appears 
consistent with under-
fluctuation of 
background.

Outside 
of FV



LZ projected 1000 day WIMP sensitivity
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90% CL minimum (one 
sided) of  

1.4 x 10-48 cm2 at 40 
GeV/c2  

from Phys. Rev. D 101 
(2020), 052002

https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.101.052002
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.101.052002
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.101.052002
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FIG. 4: Projected 90% C.L. exclusion sensitivity to (a) electromagnetic neutrino couplings µ⌫ and q⌫ , (b) kinetic
mixing squared, 2 for hidden photons, (c) axio-electric coupling for solar axions , (d) axio-electric coupling for
galactic ALPs, (e) mirror dark matter kinetic mixing, and (f) DM-electron scattering cross-section for leptophilic
dark matter. ±1� (green) and +2� (yellow) bands are also shown. For selected models, sensitivity to 3� evidence is
also shown. Results from other experiments and astrophysical constraints are referenced in the text.
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FIG. 4: Projected 90% C.L. exclusion sensitivity to (a) electromagnetic neutrino couplings µ⌫ and q⌫ , (b) kinetic
mixing squared, 2 for hidden photons, (c) axio-electric coupling for solar axions , (d) axio-electric coupling for
galactic ALPs, (e) mirror dark matter kinetic mixing, and (f) DM-electron scattering cross-section for leptophilic
dark matter. ±1� (green) and +2� (yellow) bands are also shown. For selected models, sensitivity to 3� evidence is
also shown. Results from other experiments and astrophysical constraints are referenced in the text.

Sensitivity to other physics searches
Axions and ALPs  

Neutrinoless double-beta decay
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generated using DECAY0 [53] and applying the selection
criteria. The ine�ciency is due to the rejection of mul-
tiple scatter signal events arising from Bremsstrahlung
emission.

The signal and background PDFs are combined to form
the unbinned extended likelihood function,

L(µs, {µb}) = (2)
"
µsPs(E, r2, z) +

nbX

i=1

µi
bP

i
b (E, r2, z)

#
nbY

j=1

g(ajb,�
j
b),

where the floating parameters are µs, the number of sig-
nal events, and µi

b, the number of events for the i-th
background source. The systematic uncertainties �j

b on

the expected background rates ajb are included by treat-
ing the background sources as nuisance parameters with
the set of Gaussian constraint terms g(ajb,�

j
b). Table II

summarises the background sources included as param-
eters in the likelihood as well as the relative systematic
uncertainties on their rate. The cavern background un-
certainties are taken directly from the uncertainty of the
measured 238U and 232Th activities [30]. The uncertain-
ties of the detector component background rates are con-
servatively set at 30%. The contribution of the remaining
background components to the sensitivity is low and their
uncertainties are negligible in the first approximation to
the final result. The uncertainty for the 222Rn compo-
nent is driven by the range of the estimated contamina-
tion and is expected to be conservative. Uncertainties
for 136Xe and 8B come from the measured half-life and
uncertainties of the neutrino flux, respectively, making
these rather constrained. Since the 137Xe background
and 214Bi cathode background rates are not known they
are assigned a large uncertainty. The backgrounds con-
sidered in this analysis and the associated uncertainties
will be measured with high precision once LZ begins col-
lecting data.

The 90% CL upper limit on the number of signal events
is calculated using the profile likelihood ratio (PLR)
method, utilising the asymptotic one-sided profile like-
lihood test statistic [54]. It has been verified that Wilk’s
theorem is valid and that the asymptotic approximation
is applicable.

The sensitivity analysis takes advantage of the pre-
cise multi-parameter reconstruction of events in the LXe
TPC, namely the energy and 3-dimensional position, for
enhanced sensitivity. As demonstrated by Figure 2, the
self shielding LXe of LZ results in a low background in-
ner region of the TPC where the majority of signal sen-
sitivity is expected. However, the analysis utilises an
extended fiducial volume which allows for the fit of the
backgrounds close to the TPC walls and therefore con-
strains the background in the inner volume of the TPC.
Alongside this, the full shape of the position distribu-
tion can be used to discriminate between signal-like and
background events, which results in both increased sig-
nal exposure and sensitivity compared to a simple cut-
and-count analysis. Similarly, the extended energy range

TABLE II. Summary table of the individual background
sources and the relative uncertainties on their background
rates assumed in this analysis.

Background �/N

238U (Detector) 30%
232Th (Detector) 30%
60Co (Detector) 30%
238U (Cavern) 50%
232Th (Cavern) 30%
214Bi (Cathode) 50%
222Rn (Internal) 50%
137Xe (Internal) 50%
136Xe 2⌫�� 5%
8B solar ⌫ 5%

used in the PDFs strongly constrains the backgrounds
near the Q-value. Using an extended phase-space in the
profile likelihood analysis improves the sensitivity result
by a factor of two when compared to a simple cut-and-
count analysis.

A. Projection with Natural Abundance of 136Xe

The 90% CL sensitivity to the 136Xe 0⌫�� half-life
as a function of detector live time is shown in Fig. 4.
A median sensitivity to a half-life of 1.06⇥1026 years is
reached after 1000 live-days.
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FIG. 4. LZ projected sensitivity to 136Xe 0⌫�� decay as a
function of detector live time. The light green shaded band
represents a ±1� statistical uncertainty on the sensitivity.
The dashed black line shows the projected sensitivity to 136Xe
0⌫�� decay for a dedicated run with 90% 136Xe enrichment.
For comparison, the limits set by EXO-200 [55] (orange full)
and KamLAND-Zen [5] (purple full) are also shown, along
with the respective projected sensitivities (dashed).

As the ability to distinguish signal events from the
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neighbouring 214Bi and 208Tl peaks relies heavily on the
energy resolution, the dependence of the sensitivity on
the energy resolution at the 136Xe Q-value is shown in
Figure 5. It is clear that an energy resolution slightly
worse than the assumed 1.0% has a minor impact on the
sensitivity. However, if the energy resolution were 2.0%
or larger, the impact from the 208Tl peak would be sig-
nificant.
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Energy resolution [s(Qb b)/Qb b ]
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FIG. 5. Expected 90% CL sensitivity for a 1000 live-days run
and for various assumed values of energy resolution at Q�� .
The vertical dashed line labeled “LZ projected” marks the
assumed resolution for this analysis. Also shown on the plot
is the projected LZ sensitivity assuming the energy resolution
recently measured in XENON1T [34].

It is assumed in this analysis that multiple scatter
events can be rejected with a depth-based vertex separa-
tion cut, as multiple energy deposits at di↵erent depths
in the TPC will have multiple S2 pulses. As expected,
Figure 6 demonstrates that there is a large variation in
sensitivity with this cut as multiple scatter events form
the dominant background contribution.

Under the assumption that light neutrino exchange is
the driving mechanism for 0⌫��, the half-life sensitiv-
ity can be translated into the sensitivity to the e↵ective
neutrino mass

⌦
m��

↵
through the relation [56]

⇣
T 0⌫
1/2

⌘�1
=

⌦
m��

↵2

m2
e

G0⌫ |M0⌫ |2. (3)

Fig. 7 shows that the expected sensitivity to
⌦
m��

↵
af-

ter 1000 days is 53–164 meV, with the uncertainty driven
by the range of estimates used for the nuclear matrix el-
ement [57, 58]. The phase space factor from Ref. [47]
and an unquenched axial-vector coupling constant of gA
= 1.27 are used to calculate the e↵ective neutrino mass.
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FIG. 6. Expected 90% CL sensitivity for a 1000 live-days run
and for various assumed minimum separable vertex distances
in depth. Here multiple scatter events are assumed to be
rejected based on z separation only. The vertical dashed line
marks the assumed separation of 3 mm. At lower separation
values, this cut also begins to exclude signal events, resulting
in the observed loss in sensitivity.
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FIG. 7. LZ projected sensitivity to
⌦
m��

↵
and subsequently

the neutrino mass hierarchy. The width of the green sen-
sitivity band is due to the uncertainty in the nuclear matrix
elements [57][58]. The red and blue contours show the allowed
parameter space (± 1�) for the inverted hierarchy and nor-
mal hierarchy neutrino mass scenarios, respectively [6]. On
the right are the current best limits and their uncertainties
for di↵erent 2⌫�� isotopes, showing that 136Xe provides the
most stringent constraints on

⌦
m��

↵
[56].

B. Projection with 90% 136Xe Enrichment

After completion of the WIMP search run of LZ, the
sensitivity for 0⌫�� could be extended with several spe-
cific upgrades that would be either unnecessary or dis-

Phys. Rev. C. (2020) 102, 014602

Phys. Rev. D (2021) 104, 092009

14th Conference on the Intersections of Particle and Nuclear Physics

https://journals.aps.org/prc/abstract/10.1103/PhysRevC.102.014602
https://journals.aps.org/prd/abstract/10.1103/PhysRevD.104.092009


Xenon microphysics

14th Conference on the Intersections of Particle and Nuclear Physics



Xenon microphysics

14th Conference on the Intersections of Particle and Nuclear Physics



LZ circulation system

Liquid 
Xenon 
Tower

Cable 
Stand 
Pipe

TPC PTFE 
Walls

Re
se

rv
oi

r

Water Tank

Compressors

LXe-TPC

Xe Vapor

Cathode 
High 

Voltage

Cable 
Breakout

Cable 
Breakout

LX
e 

Sk
in

2 
Ph

as
e 

HX

Su
b 

Co
ol

er

Flow 
Restrictor

W
ei

r D
ra

in
 P

ip
e

Va
cu

um

Radon Removal

Storage and Recovery

Getter

LXe Skin

Weir

Cryovalves

HX/
Gas Gap

Figure 9: Overview of the online Xe purification system. LXe in the Xenon Detector (right) spills over a weir drain and flows horizontally to
the Liquid Xenon tower, which stands outside the water tank. It is vaporized in a two phase heat exchanger, pumped through a hot zirconium
getter, and returned to the detector after condensing. Cryovalves control the flow of LXe between the LXe tower and the Xenon Detector. A
radon removal system treats Xe gas in the cable conduits and breakout feed-throughs before sending it to the compressor inlet.

gas compressors, model A2-5/15 from Fluitron [18]. The
two compressors operate in parallel, each capable of 300
SLPM at 16 PSIA inlet pressure. The system operates
with one compressor at reduced flow rate during peri-
odic maintenance. The total achieved gas flow is trimmed
by a bellows-sealed bypass proportional valve, model 808
from RCV. Both circulation compressors have two stages,
each featuring copper seals plated onto stainless steel di-
aphragms. All-metal sealing technology was chosen to
limit radon ingress from air.

The LXe tower is a cryogenic device standing on the
floor of the Davis Cavern outside the water tank and at a
height somewhat below the Xenon Detector. Its primary
purpose is to interface the liquid and gaseous portions of
the online purification circuit and to e�ciently exchange
heat between them. There are four vessels in the tower:
the reservoir vessel, the two-phase heat exchanger (HEX),
the subcooler vessel, and the subcooler HEX.

The reservoir vessel collects LXe departing the Xenon
Detector via the weir system. It features a standpipe con-
struction to decouple its liquid level from that in the weir
drain line. LXe flows from the bottom of the reservoir
into the two-phase HEX, where it vaporizes after exchang-
ing heat with purified Xe gas returning from the getter.
The two-phase HEX is an ASME-rated brazed plate de-
vice made by Standard Xchange consisting of corrugated

stainless steel. On its other side, condensing LXe flows into
the subcooler vessel and subcooler HEX. The vessel sepa-
rates any remaining Xe gas from the LXe, while the HEX
cools the LXe to below its saturation temperature. The
HEX consists of three isolated elements: the LXe volume,
an LN thermosyphon coldhead cooled to 77 K, and a thin
thermal coupling gap. The power delivered to the LXe can
be varied from 90 W and 480 W by adjusting the compo-
sition of the He/N2 gas mixture in the gap. An additional
thermosyphon coldhead integrated with the reservoir re-
moves excess heat during cooldown and operations. Both
the reservoir and the subcooler vessels are equipped with
LXe purity monitors (LPMs) to monitor electronegatives
entering and exiting the Xenon Detector. Each LPM is
a small, single-phase TPC which drifts free electrons over
a distance, and measures the attenuation of the electrons
during that transit.

LXe flows between the LXe tower and the Xenon De-
tector through three vacuum insulated transfer lines that
run across the bottom of the Davis Cavern water tank.
Two lines connect to the bottom of the ICV and supply
sub-cooled LXe to the TPC and skin regions of the Xenon
Detector. The third line returns LXe from the ICV weir
drain system to the reservoir. The lines are constructed
by Technifab with an integrated vacuum insulation jacket.
They are further insulated from the water by an additional
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‣ Xenon purified prior to being added to LZ.
‣ Concentration reduced from 1-10 ppb (g/g) to < 300 ppq (g/g). 
‣ Naked beta-decay Kr85 no longer a limiting background 
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